Examples of ranking schools and allocating funds can be found on
pages 19 - 21 of the USED Non-Regulatory Guidance and Appendix:
LEA Identification and Selection of School Attendance Areas and Schools and
Allocation of Title I Funds to Those Attendance Areas:
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/program-

urces/eligible.pdf

monitoring/r:

Serving Schools with Title I Funds

. Local education agencies (LEAs) decide on an annual basis which schools will receive Title I school allotments. The
LEA should include input from all stakeholders when deciding which schools to serve (e.g., school administration,
staff, parents, etc.). A school is considered a Title I school from July 1st of each fiscal year regardless of when the
application for funds is approved by the State.

1.

Selecting Schools - An LEA must first rank all of its schools according to their percent of poverty. An
LEA must rank each school based on the percentage (not the number) of low-income children in each
school.

Determining the percent poverty - Percent poverty for each school is typically determined by comparing
the number of children attending each school (ADM) with the number of low-income children for the same
school (i.e. those eligible for free or reduced lunch). Children included in the counts should be those
between 5 and 17 years old.

Rank ordering the schools - Schools are then ranked in order from highest percent poverty to lowest
percent poverty.

Deciding which schools to serve - All schools at 75% or above must be served (i.e., provided with an
allotment). Once these schools are served, the district may serve any other schools in rank order down to
those at or above 35% poverty. Once schools at 75% have been served, the LEA has the option to (1)
continue on serving schools in the district-wide ranking or (2) serve schools in rank order by grade span
groupings (e.g., K-5, K-8, etc.). Schools must not be skipped in the rank order within the option the LEA
chooses to use. The LEA can stop in rank order at any point it chooses (e.g., serving only the first ten of a
total of 16 schools in the LEA).

School Allocations - Once an LEA decides which schools to serve, an allocation is determined for each

school. There is no specific amount required, but each school must receive enough Title I funds to
effectively operate a Title I program.

Determining the district reservations - The LEA must first reserve funds from its total Title I allocation
for (1) required “set-asides” as they apply to that district (e.g., LEA Improvement, School Improvement,
Parent Involvement, etc.), and (2) any other additional set-asides an LEA may choose (e.g., Professional
Development, District-wide Instructional Initiatives, etc.)

Calculating the per-pupil allotment - The remaining amount of Title I funds is divided by the total
number of low-income children in all of the schools that will be served (not the district total) to determine a
per-pupil allotment (PPA). NOTE: There are several options for differentiating the PPA from one school to
another.

Calculating the school allocation - The PPA is then multiplied by the total number of low-income
children attending each school.

Title I Plans - After the LEA has determined a projected amount for each school, the LEA must
collaboratively work with the school to develop a Title I plan for using the funds.

Operating a Targeted Assistance Program - The plan for this model should be based on a needs
assessment and aligned to overall school plans. In general the plan describes how students will be selected
and the program to be implemented (e.g., reading, math, etc.). For most schools in NC, this can be
accomplished as part of the School Improvement Planning process.

Operating a Schoolwide Program - This model allows the most flexibility in the use of Title I funds. The
plan should include a description of the comprehensive needs assessment conducted for the school and nine
additional required components. A district may operate a schoolwide program in the first year of being
served if it assures that a year of planning has taken place. Again, for most schools in NC, the School
Improvement Planning process may be able to meet this requirement.
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